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immodest or unnatural act: (Article 489) of the
Moroccan Penal Code of 1962 a legacy of the French
colonial specifies that “any person who 'commits a
lewd and unnatural act' with an individual of the same
sex may be sentenced to six months to three years of
imprisonment and fined 200-1000 Moroccan dirhams ".
Transgender and non-binary people in Morocco
(particularly trans feminine folks) are routinely profiled
and persecuted under this provision. 
as Moroccan authorities interpret their non-normative
gender expression as an indication of “sexual
deviancy.” Transgender people are also
disproportionately subjected to arrests under other
charges, including articles 483, 490, 491, and 498 which
criminalize public indecency, pre-marital sexual
relations, adultery, and sex work, respectively.

Legal status

While Moroccan legislation makes no explicit mentions of
gender identity, the trans community faces de facto
criminalization in the country.
Transgender people are being criminalized because their
clothing aspect, morphologies, gender identity, and / or
hormonal transition, and / or gender reassignment
surgery, and / or gender expression and / or sex
characteristics, they are always under institutional threat
of arrest and prosecution under Articles 483,489,490,491,
of the Moroccan penal code through terms waves that
may lead to legal action depending on the interpretation
and therefore at the mercy of state agents.



Trans Dynamics

sex outside marriage

(article 490) All persons of

the opposite sex who are

not related by marriage,

and have sexual relations

with each other, are

punishable by

imprisonment for one

month to one year.

Legal status

(Article 491) Any married

person convicted of

adultery is punishable by

imprisonment for one to

two years; prosecution is

pursued only on a

complaint from the

offended spouse.

And also prosecuted for

prostitution and soliciting

(Articles 497 to 504).

public indecency: (Article 483) which is used to
criminalize non-normative gender expression: Anyone
who, by their state of willful nudity or by the obscenity
of their gestures or acts, commits public indecency is
punished by imprisonment from one month to two
years and a fine of 200 to 500 dirhams.
Contempt is considered public as soon as the act which
constitutes it has been committed in the presence of
one or more involuntary witnesses or minors of
eighteen years old, or in a place accessible to the
public.). 
and other charges, including articles 490, 491,
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moroccan trans people living in very difficult and harsh conditions

because they have no financial support from the state and

deprived from the right to work to pay their rent and the

necessities of life, most of them they are living in a state of severe

depression due to all the persecution they have experienced

before due to the stress of their struggles, and the stress they are

experiencing every days, they are very threatened for their safety,

because they risk finding in the streets, without any protection in

an extremely transphobic society, and exposed to all kinds of

persecution, subjected to harassment and moral and psychological

violence in public spaces. 

and exposed to be arrested because vagrancy

especially trans women: a vagrant is defined

as “as any person of no fixed abode or means

of subsistence, who does not normally

exercise an occupation or trade, despite

being fit for work, and who is unable to show

evidence of having sought employment or

who has refused paid work when it has been

offered” (Article 329).. Vagrancy carries

imprisonment sentences from 1 to 6 months.

Social status
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When out in public, those with non-normative

gender expressions face near-constant harassment,

verbal abuse, and threats (with trans people who

are hormonally / medically transitioning being

particularly at risk). There have been several widely

mediatized incidents of transfeminine individuals

beaten by mobs in recent years, although local

media sources have tended to report the incidents

as homophobic attacks on gay “cross-dressers.” In

private, the family remains one of the primary sites

through which cisheterosexist social norms are

enforced and reproduced. 

The majority of trans people we work with report abuse

within the familial sphere (verbal/emotional/physical

domestic violence, forced marriages, sexual abuse,

sequestration, being forced to drop out of school etc.)

Many are ostracized by their families, which deprives

them of an important social safety net and renders them

more vulnerable to homelessness, precarity, and social

isolation, because the majority of them are kicked out

from their homes or forced to leave the house.

Social status
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The majority of transgender, non-binary, and

GNC people we work with have been denied

services (e.g. healthcare, education, housing,

public administrations etc.) based on their

gender identity/expression. Transgender

people in Morocco are not allowed to change

the gender marker on their legal documents.

Trans people whose current gender

expression is incongruent with their

assigned-atbirth sex (especially those

medically transitioning) face intense scrutiny

and discrimination when accessing services

where presenting an ID is necessary (e.g.

administrative procedures, opening a bank

account, applying for a loan, signing a lease,

applying for a job etc.).

Medical status

As a result, transgender people in Morocco are pushed out of most

structured economic activity (whether in the public or private sector), and

many of them face acute poverty, un(der)employment, and housing

insecurity. Due to the aforementioned state of de facto criminalization,

transgender people find it extremely difficult to seek justice when their

rights are violated, as they are often too afraid of being arrested and

persecuted themselves if they reach out to authorities for help.
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Due to the institutional transphobic violence

that permeates the medical establishment,

they fear they will be dismissed, humiliated,

pressured to stop their HRT, or reported to the

authorities. Similarly, trans-competent mental

health services are virtually non-existent.

Since the violence faced by trans people can

have devastating psychological effects, most

people in the communities we work with are

struggling with mental health issues (e.g. social

anxiety, depression, addiction, suicidality, etc.)

without adequate resources. 

Medical status

Gender-affirming healthcare is virtually

impossible to access in Morocco. Some

hormones are sporadically available in

pharmacies or procured from abroad through

allied networks. Thus, several trans people in

Morocco self-medicate and pursue HRT

without medical supervision. If they

experience complications or even entirely

unrelated health issues, these folks are

especially reluctant to seek medical attention.
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There is a lack of accessible information on transgender issues and topics

in Morocco. For our community, this problem is two-fold: First, there is a

lack of accurate resources on gender identity that are easily accessible,

especially in Darija (Local Moroccan Arabic dialect). As a result, many

trans people struggle intensely with feelings of dysphoria, internalized

transphobia, and societal pressures to conform to gender norms without

any resources that can help them to understand their identities or give

them language to articulate their experiences. The second issue is the

lack of available information on our community’s lived experiences.

To date, there has been no systematic studies done to

evaluate the needs of transgender, nonbinary, and

gender-non-conforming people in Morocco and/or to

capture the conditions of oppression and

marginalization they face. Although we have

embodied knowledge about the extent of transphobia

within our society, this absence of data enables the

Moroccan state to erase our existence and to dismiss

our struggles, thus greatly impeding our activism and

advocacy efforts.

Medical status


